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2I N T R O D U C T I O N

 As the recently appointed Task Team Lead-
er of the FLEG II Program from the World 
Bank, I am delighted to introduce the summer 
newsletter. This edition highlights FLEG II’s 
variety of work and many of the reasons I am 
excited to be in the team. 
 Forest education at all levels is essential to 
ensuring future generations are able to enjoy 
all the benefits from forests, and this issue’s 
special section on youth engagement start-
ing on [ p. 16 ] shows the real impacts FLEG II 
is having in the lives of young people across 
the region.  
 By helping forests enrich the lives of young 
people now, we are preparing children to be 
leaders and wise stewards of our forests in 
the future. And even seasoned forest profes-
sionals can still learn new ways to better pro-
tect and manage the forest as we see in sto-
ries from Georgia [ p. 4 ], Belarus [ p. 14 ] and 
Russia [ p. 14 ] . 
 This issue also shows the value of work-
ing together, sharing information and build-
ing on success. The feature story, Community 

“Fingerprints” Taking Shape [ p. 11 ], shows all 
three as it describes FLEG II’s work to build 
on its forest dependency studies with new 
technology across all seven countries. Stories 
of cooperation between Georgia and Armenia 
[ p. 3 ] and Belarus and Russia [ p. 13 ] echo that 
theme.  
 These stories and the many others focused 
on themes like sustainable management and 
forest restoration, along with the new cal-
endar of events at the end of the newsletter, 
truly show the breadth and impact of FLEG 
II’s work and make me proud to be part of 
this effort. Enjoy!

S E N D  Y O U R  V I E W S  A N D  I D E A S  TO : 
gminasyan@worldbank.org 
A N D  TO  M Y C O L L E A G U E S :
Ms. Bella Nestorova  
bella.nestorova@ec.europa.eu  
Mr. Costel Bucur  
cbucur@wwfdcp.ro 
Mr. Richard Aishton  
richard.aishton@iucn.org

DEVELOPING FOREST STEWARDSHIP, FROM 
YOUNG TO NOT SO YOUNG

Gayane Minasyan  
Task Team Leader of the FLEG II 
Program from the World Bank

mailto:bella.nestorova%40ec.europa.eu?subject=


3I N  F O C U S

Georgia and Armenia Join  
Efforts to Save Forests

ith FLEG II support, Georgia and 
Armenia are working on the Mem-
orandum of Collaboration that will 

help synergize their efforts for better pro-
tection and management of forests. 
 At a bilateral discussion on June 
8-9 in Georgia, the parties stated that the 
Memorandum should not only provide a 
general context for formal cooperation, but 
also serve as a practical tool. 
 “Colleagues from the two countries 
agreed that the Memorandum will cover 
shared use of forest databases, develop-
ment of unified systems of warning on 
forest fires and disease, and improvement 
of transboundary protection of forests”, ex-
plained Darejan Kapanadze, World Bank 
Senior Environmental Specialist. 
 Armenia and Georgia went through 
similar economic hardships in the 90s, 
experiencing drastic shortage in energy 
supply, as well as the period of poor govern-
ance and enforcement during the difficult 
transition to market-driven economy. For-
ests in both countries suffered from uncon-
trolled logging, which included extraction 
of fire wood for survival as well as illegal 
harvesting of timber. Sustainable supply of 
fire wood to rural communities, preventing 

©
 W

or
ld

 B
an

k

W

forest damage from uncontrolled grazing, 
ensuring long-term sustainability of timber 
production, and restoration of degraded 
forest stands remain pressing problems 
for both. This is why FLEG II supported 
foresters and forest managers of the two 
countries in working out common approach-
es to issues and exchanging success stories 
for their replication and scaling ■

V O I C E S
 
Darejan  
Kapanadze  
World Bank Senior  
Environmental Specialist 

“Neither ecosystems in 
general, not forest pests 
or calamities like fire, 
respect state borders. There 
are challenges that call for 
joint response and FLEG II 
may be a good vehicle for 
developing synergy between 
the countries”.

V O I C E S

Tornike 
Gvazava  
Head of the National Forestry 
Agency of Georgia (NFA)

“The first round of bilateral 
talks of Armenian and 
Georgian foresters held in 
2014 was the initial crucial 
step towards establishing 
long-lasting and 
sustainable collaboration 
between the forestry 
sectors of the countries”.

A familiarization site visit organized by the NFA of Georgia was a unique 
opportunity for the forestry practitioners of both countries to visualize forest 
protection and harvesting techniques on the spot and to talk about issues of 
concern, emerging questions, and gained experience.





The countries are approaching a crucial milestone,  
signing a Memorandum 

 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 Forests cover about 40% of 
Georgia’s and 12% of Arme-
nia’s territories.

L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/ 
fleg-ii-program-supports-bilateral-cooperation-and-best-practice-sharing 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Sirarpi Haykazyan [World Bank] 
shaykazyan@worldbank.org 

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-program-supports-bilateral-cooperation-and-best-practice-sharing
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-program-supports-bilateral-cooperation-and-best-practice-sharing
mailto:shaykazyan%40worldbank.org?subject=


4I N  F O C U S

Role Playing Brings 
Real Solutions

ith a loud boom, the gavel came 
down and the defendant hung his 
head. The 400 Georgian Lari fine 

won’t bankrupt his family, but he will think 
twice before going to a Protected Area to 
collect fuelwood. 
 Luckily for the accused logger, this was 
only a mock trial, part of a five-day FLEG 
II experiential training program which in-
volved hands-on training exercises from the 
field to the courthouse to help Protected 
Area rangers in Georgia more effectively 

W
enforce and prosecute forest violations. 
After approval from the High Council of 
Justice and support from the Government of 
Georgia, two judges and an expert in forest 
management trained over 40 rangers and 
other representatives from the Agency of 
Protected Areas and the locally-controlled 
Tusheti Protected Landscape Administra-
tion during two sessions this July.
 The sessions were the first time Geor-
gian natural resource law enforcement 
officials received legal and practical → 

V O I C E S
 
Mr. Vaja 
Cherkezishvili   
Head of security division 
in Vashlovani Protected Areas 

“During my more than 
20 years of working for 
the Protected Areas 
Administration, this is one 
of the best trainings I have 
ever attended. The mock 
trials really helped me see 
how one simple mistake 
in the real world can be 
enough to unravel our 
enforcement efforts”.

A local villager reacts during a mock trial 
in Borjomi, Georgia where active judges 
taught Protected Area rangers new 
methods to enforce and prosecute forest 
violations



Five-day trainings give Protected Area rangers in Georgia  
new enforcement tools 

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Over 40 senior rangers and 
heads of ranger service 
within the Agency of Pro-
tected Areas attended the 
five-day trainings 

 These trainings are the 
first case of inter-agency 
cooperation for better law 
enforcement in Protected 
Areas forests in Georgia 

 LEPL Environmental 
Information and Education 
Centre implemented the 
trainings and testing the 
methodology throughout year

 The Austrian Development 
Cooperation, a subsidiary of 
the Austrian Development 
Agency, funded the training 
sessions as part of its 
support to complement 
FLEG II work in Georgia and 
Armenia
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http://www.entwicklung.at/en/countries-and-regions/black-sea-regionsouth-caucasus/georgia/
http://www.entwicklung.at/en/countries-and-regions/black-sea-regionsouth-caucasus/georgia/


5I N  F O C U S

Forest rangers assess an 
illegal logging site and practice 
new methods of collecting 
evidence during the five-day 
training in Borjomi, Georgia

After revealing illegal forest 
activity, rangers work together 
to prepare evidence as part of 
the training in Kvareli, Georgia





V O I C E S

Ms. Natia 
Kobakhidze  
Chairwoman of the Agency 
of Protected Areas of Georgia

“I have heard from different 
sources that the training is 
very valuable and useful 
for day-to-day activities of 
the rangers. I thank FLEG 
II, IUCN and the Center for 
making this happen”.

training directly from active judges, one 
from the Tbilisi Court of Appeals and one 
from the Borjomi Magistrate Court whose 
jurisdiction includes a significant part of 
Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park in south-
ern Georgia. 
 Trainers did not let the rangers get by 
easily. Simple mistakes in data collection 
or processing paperwork were enough to 
allow some acting transgressors go free, and 
the judges explained the laws that allowed 
it and how to avoid this happening in real 
situations. 

L E A R N  M O R E :
Read the full story:  
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/ 
role-playing-brings-real-
solutions

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Marine Kavtarishvili [IUCN] 
marika.kavtarishvili@iucn.org

Georgia Agency of Protected 
Areas:  
apa.gov.ge/en  

LEPL Environmental Information 
and Education Centre:  
moe.gov.ge/index.php?lang_
id=ENG&sec_id=155  

High Council of Justice 
of Georgia:  
hcoj.gov.ge/en/home

 Portions of Georgia’s Protected Areas 
are strict reserves while others are managed 
to allow sustainable use of forest resources. 
The training sessions were designed to pre-
pare rangers to ensure this use stays within 
the limits of what is truly sustainable and 
does not spread into areas that have earned 
more strict protections. 
 Georgian television stations covered 
both events ■





V O I C E S
 
Ms. Shorena 
Kavelashvili   
Judge trainer from  
the Tbilisi Court of Appeals 

“During my more than 
20 years of working for 
the Protected Areas 
Administration, this is one 
of the best trainings I have 
ever attended. The mock 
trials really helped me see 
how one simple mistake 
in the real world can be 
enough to unravel our 
enforcement efforts”.

Mr.Gia Beraia, a judge from 
Borjomi Magistrate Court, 
leads the mock trial in his 
courthouse during the Borjomi 
training
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6I N  F O C U S

Journalists Shed Light on the Opaque  
Side of Forestry Business in Ukraine

he contest, organized by FLEG II 
in partnership with Telekritika, an 
independent media development 

think-tank, ran between February and May 
2015. Over 90 articles and video reports 
were submitted for the contest. Out of them, 
27 received awards from the 6-member jury 
in June 2015, and were selected for the pub-
lication on Telekritika’s website.   
 Oleksandr Chornovalov, a Radio Lib-
erty reporter, took the first place. His in-
vestigation exposed illegal privatization of 
forested lands on a total of 890 hectares in 
Bucha, near the Ukrainian capital Kyiv. The 
story goes back to 2002, when the Bucha 
local council deliberately changed the status 
of forested lands to “public and residential 
area”, which led to a number of unlawful 
dealings.

T

Oleksandr Chornovalov, a Radio 
Liberty reporter, won the contest’s 
first place trophy

Iryna Fedoriv, a journalist who 
received second prize in the 
contest, with jury member Viktor 
Maurer

Jury member Yulia Zelinska 
with Eugenia Motorevska (third 
prize)







FLEG II awarded Ukrainian journalists and environmental 
activists for best forest reporting 
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V O I C E S
 
Ostap  
Yednak   
A member of the  
Ukrainian parliament 

“The contest is an important 
annual activity within the 
Program. It shows that the 
Ukrainian forest sector still 
remains a rather opaque 
business, which takes 
very seriously guarding 
its sometimes rather 
unattractive secrets”.

L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/ 
journalists-shed-light-on-the-opaque-side-of-forestry-business-in-ukraine

C O N TA C T:
Oleg Lystopad  [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org 

in protecting a forest near Kotsiubynske, 
about 20 km from Kyiv, and in 2011 she 
took the first place.  
 Third prize was awarded to Eugenia 
Motorevska, an ICTV Channel reporter, for 
her in-depth investigation titled “Corrupt 
millions earned in illegal logging”. Her TV 
program exposed kickbacks in forest sales.  
 Overall this year, contest partici-
pants were keen to write about redistri-

bution of forest ownership, the morato-
rium on exports of round wood and the 
ensuing debate, corruption in the forest 
sector, and forest management reforms.  
 The contest’s participants are shed-
ding light on how the forest industry works, 
and the contest must be held again, say the 
organizers. The good news is that FLEG 
II has already included this contest in its 
2015-16 Action Plan  ■





 The second prize went to Iryna Fe-
doriv, a journalist and editor-in-chief of 
“Pry-Irpin Community”, for a series of 
articles on protecting the Bilychi forest 
park. Ms. Fedoriv already received a special 
prize in the 2014 contest for her leadership 

www.enpi-fleg.org/news/journalists-shed-light-on-the-opaque-side-of-forestry-business-in-ukraine
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/journalists-shed-light-on-the-opaque-side-of-forestry-business-in-ukraine


 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Village Bodzauri is located 
in Khulo Municipality at the 
elevation of about 1,700-
1,800 m above sea level 

 Forests around this village 
are mainly comprised of 
Caucasian fir and spruce. 
There are also individual 
trees and small groups 
of beech

7I N  F O C U S

FLEG II Supports  
Forest Restoration Works in Georgia

Ilia Osepashvili, FLEG II Country 
Program Coordinator for WWF 
Caucasus, with local rangers 
visiting forest restoration site

Representatives of Ajara forestry 
Agency testing new machineries





Ajara region of Georgia received a brand new mini-tractor, 
drilling mechanism, cultivator and rotating cultivator
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L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/supporting-forest-restoration-in-ajara-georgia 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forest-restoration-works-in-ajara-region

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Ilia Osephashvili [WWF]  
iosepashvili@wwfcaucasus.org 

vergrazing is a major cause of for-
est degradation in Ajara region as 
in many other parts of Georgia. 

FLEG II is supporting forest restoration 
works in Ajara region through purchasing 
wooden poles, barbed wire, forest resto-
ration tools and mechanisms and transfer 
to the Forestry Agency of Ajara (FAA) to 
contribute to fencing of about 100 ha of 
degraded forest to protect it from cattle 
grazing. The actual fencing work will be 
conducted by the FAA by end of July — 
August 2015.

O

 Ilia Osepashvili, FLEG II Country Pro-
gram Coordinator for WWF Caucasus, has 
been visiting the potential forest restoration 
site and held a meeting with the residents 
of village Bodzauri in the town of Khulo, 
Ajara Autonomous Republic, Georgia.
 They discussed and agreed upon the 
key aspects of forest restoration planned 

by FLEG II near that village. Fencing 
should allow rapid natural recovery of 
the degraded forest stands. It is very im-
portant to reach an agreement on the lo-
cation of the fenced area, in order to avoid 
blocking of the cattle movement paths and 
any other restrictions in forest use by the 
locals ■

V O I C E S
 
Vakhtang 
Tsuladze  
Head of Ajara Environmental 
Protection Department 

“In some places, vigorous 
ground vegetation has 
developed after the 
opening up of the forest 
canopy due to overgrazing. 
This makes natural 
regeneration problematic, 
as the ground vegetation 
prevents the tree seeds 
from germination. It is thus 
necessary to remove this 
ground vegetation and, in 
this way, promote natural 
regeneration of the forest”.

V O I C E S
 
Shio  
Shantadze   
Elderly villager 

“We strongly support forest 
restoration activity near our 
village; there was a good 
natural forest here in the 
past; we want this forest to 
be restored and will support 
FLEG II in these efforts”.





www.enpi-fleg.org/news/supporting-forest-restoration-in-ajara-georgia
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forest-restoration-works-in-ajara-region


8I N  F O C U S

FLEG II Develops Sustainable Forest Management 
Plan for a Pilot Area in Azerbaijan

When adopted, it will help maintain and enhance social, 
cultural, environmental and economic values of forests

L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/sustainable-forest-management-plan-sfmp-for-ismailly-forest-management-unit 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-engages-local-population-in-the-preparation-of-a-sustainable-forest-management-
plan-in-azerbaijan

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Konul Ahmadova [WWF]  
kahmadova@wwfcaucasus.org

LEG II improves forestry for the 
benefit of the people and environ-
ment. For this purpose it is essen-

tial to prepare and implement sustainable 
and innovative forest management plans for 
the forest management units operating in 
Azerbaijan. Sustainable forest management 
planning is one of the important compo-
nents of the program.

F

 The Sustainable Forest Management 
Plan was developed for Ismailly Forest 
Management Unit in Azerbaijan. Program 
experts presented the draft to the govern-
ment agencies (the Forest Department of 
the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Re-
sources, Ismailly Forest Protection and Res-
toration Enterprise) and local communities 
and are now including their comments in 
the document. When adopted, the sustain-
able forest management plan will be multi-
purpose, covering social, economic and eco-
logical aspects. taking into account optimal 
functional zoning of the forest management 
unit, safeguarding maximum socio-econom-
ic benefits without jeopardizing biodiversity 
and ecological functions of natural ecosys-
tems ■

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Ismailly district is located 
in the southern slope of the 
Greater Caucasus, in the 
high and middle moun-
tainous zone. The highest 
point in the territory is the 
Babadag (3,629 m) 

 The total area of the Ismailly 
district is 217,315 ha There 
are also individual trees and 
small groups of beech

 The population of the district 
is 82,000 people

 The area of forest fond land 
is 62,380 ha, of which 35,557 
ha is under the authority of 
Ismailly Forest Protection and 
Restoration Enterprise and 
the remaining 26,823 ha is 
part of Shahdag National Park

V O I C E S
 
Vasil Gerasimov 
FLEG II international forestry expert  

“Some of the forests with high conservation value are protected 
under the current legislation. However, the absence of actual forest 
data is a serious problem. The plan takes into account both the re-
quirements of the local legislation in the forestry sector, primarily, the 
Forest Code of Azerbaijan and National Forestry Program, as well 
as proposals on improving legal framework”.
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9I N  F O C U S

Master Classes Reveal an Unexpected 
“Alternative Resource” 

FLEG Explains Changes in Anti-Corruption 
Legislation in Ukraine 

Soap-making classes like this one in Tsevlo 
village and other traditional craft Master 
Classes can help forest residents create goods 
to sell in ecotourism shops, and these kinds of 
trainings themselves can be a tourism product





FLEG-sponsored traditional craft Master classes in Russia identify 
a new, unforeseen and commercially attractive ecotourism product

A new study is aimed at helping foresters understand the new 
legislation and prevent potential breaches of the law

L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/master-classes-reveal-an-unexpected-alternative-resource

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Andrey Zaytsev [IUCN] 
andrey.zaytsev@enpi-fleg.org

ollowing the prior success of master 
classes in traditional crafts in help-
ing residents near the Polistovsky 

Reserve benefit from natural non-timber 
forest products, FLEG II organized another 
series of classes this July. As expected, the 
students learned the traditional skills that 
will help grow their community economy, 

F

O

but organizers also identified an unexpect-
ed ecotourism opportunity — the classes 
themselves.
 The unforeseen and potentially lucra-
tive opportunity was revealed at a coffee 
break when invited experts mentioned that 
classes in traditional crafts would them-
selves have commercial appeal. 
 To make it real, local citizens took im-
mediate action. They successfully applied 
for a grant to enable youth from Russian 
cities to attend master classes for free this 
summer. Local authorities and the Polis-
tovsky Nature Reserve administration pro-
vide full support for the master classes and 
are directly engaged in fundraising, creating 
a fully-functional local development alli-
ance.
 Thus, by helping the community em-
brace ecotourism, recognize new opportu-
nities and build the capacity to seize them, 
FLEG II made a real contribution towards 
institutionalizing business activities asso-
ciated with non-timber forest resource use 
and teaching communities how to diversi-

fy funding and revenue sources for their 
well-being. 
 Master classes are part of the ongoing 
FLEG II initiative to engage local citizens in 
Southern Pskov Region into ecotourism devel-
opment as the alternative way of forest resourc-
es use for the sake of local economic growth ■

V O I C E S
 
Natalia  
Milovidova 
IUCN expert 

“We were stunned that many 
people from St. Petersburg 
and Moscow are willing 
to pay cash to join such 
trainings. We immediately 
identified it as a win-win 
situation”.

n April 26, 2015, a new national an-
ti-corruption law came into force in 
Ukraine. It is aimed at an integrat-

ed reform of the anti-corruption system in 
accordance with international standards. 
Some norms were introduced for the first 
time, and are not easy to interpret by peo-
ple working in the forestry who don't have 
legal background.
 Since one of the Program’s goals is 
to help prevent corruption in the forestry, 
FLEG II expert Oleg Storchous developed 
a study that interprets the new Ukrainian 
anti-corruption new legislation, called 
“Changes in the anti-corruption legisla-
tion: application in the forestry” ■

The Ukrainian Parliament 
approved the new law, 'On 
combatting corruption', on 
October 14, 2014
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L E A R N  M O R E :
“Changes in the anti-corruption legislation: application in the forestry” (in Ukrainian): 
www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1043

C O N TA C T:
Oleg Lystopad [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org 
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A pine forest in Kiev Oblast, 
Ukraine
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10I N  F O C U S

FLEG Helps Introduce Best  
Silvicultural Practices 

The Program developed recommendations on testing European 
methods of growing pine and oak in Ukraine

LEG II expert Nikolay Savuschik 
analyzed European experience in 
this field, compared it with the 

Ukrainian experience, and gave recommen-
dations on the adaptation of foreign prac-
tices to Ukrainian realities.

F

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 With the help of intensive 
forest thinning on pine 
plantations in Finland, the 
mass of timber produced 
over the forest growing 
cycle increases by 20-30%.

 
 In most countries with 

intensive forest methods, 
forest thinning comprises 
40-50% of all logging tech-
niques in terms of produc-
tion output.

 
 In Ukraine, the scale of for-

est thinning has decreased 
considerably and now it 
constitutes only about 10% 
of all logging techniques in 
terms of production output. 

 
 Forests of Ukraine are 

dominated by pine and oak, 
constituting respectively 
35% and 27% of all land 
covered by forest. Ukraine 
has the third largest area 
of oak forests in Europe.

 The main goal of the new publications 
is to foster discussions and revision of the 
current Ukrainian methods of growing tree 
plantations, using both the achievements 
of the national silviculture, and the expe-
rience of other countries, including those 
of the European Union.
 In particular, the recommendations 
suggest testing the method of growing pine 
in Polesia (a natural region of Eastern Eu-
rope, one of the largest forest areas on the 

continent) using intensive thinning, as well 
as thinning in middle-aged oak forests and 
giving priority to the final crop tree meth-
od. Final crop trees are the most useful and 
valuable trees. During forest thinning, those 
are the trees that are left in the forest for 
further growth.
 These works will be used for develop-
ing and introducing a new course, “The best 
European forestry practices”, for profession-
al trainings, colleges and universities ■

L E A R N  M O R E :
“Guidelines on the production tests 
of the modern European practice of 
growing stands of pine and oak in 
Ukraine” (in Ukrainian):  
www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1096

C O N TA C T:
Oleg Lystopad [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org 

“Modern European practices of 
forest growing, comparison  
with Ukraine” (in Ukrainian):  
www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1098





http://www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1096
http://www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1098


Bondo Aleksandrovich from Natsisqvilari village, 
Georgia, collects fuelwood for a "thone", a special 
oven that Georgian families use to bake bread. 
According to the FLEG II forest dependency study, 
fuelwood comprises 17 percent of all forest income 
of rural households and is collected mainly for 
subsistence
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Forest Community 
“Fingerprints”  
Taking Shape

valuable new tool is in the making to better as-
sess the basic elements of a community’s reliance 
on its forests. It will help forest resource prac-

titioners identify threats and opportunities associated 
with forest resource use, even in the absence of direct 
in-person research in a community.  
 FLEG II is developing “Forest Community Finger-
prints” based on its recent forest dependency surveys in 
rural communities in Eastern Europe and Russia. The 
fingerprints will allow comparison between communities 
with similar traits using common metrics. The goal is to 
facilitate more effective policies that accurately consider 
local needs and priorities.

F E A T U R E

By applying data to spider 
diagrams, researchers 
can see which aspects 
of a community are more 
stable or more at risk.
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New cost-effective tool could 
be essential in future forest 
policymaking

  Human Resources
  Financial Capital
  Market System
  Forest-Based Knowledge
  Forest Ecosystem Stability
  Infrastructure

stable community

transition phase

community at risk

V O I C E S
 
Richard  
Aishton  
FLEG II Program  
Coordinator for IUCN

“Imagine the utility 
of being able to 
discern at-risk, rural 
communities from 
a satellite image. 
If we can make 
these connections 
with reasonable 
accuracy, it can give 
forest managers a 
cost-effective head 
start in knowing 
what actions to take 
and where, before 
it is too late. If one 
community is shown 
to have experienced 
major trouble due to 
an ‘unbalanced’ use 
of forest resources, 
natural resource 
practitioners can 
quickly find other 
communities which 
may be on the 
same path and take 
action”.

 How it works
 To create the fingerprints, FLEG II 
experts are developing a quantitative, 
mathematical approach to calculate and 
assign relative values for various social, 
economic, and environmental parame-
ters. They apply data collected from over 
1250 forest community households and 
display it in a spider-web diagram that 
makes it easy to compare one commu-
nity to the next.  
 The next step is to link the finger-
prints to Earth Observation data and ap-
ply the mathematically-derived relation-
ship to unknown communities. This will 
allow researchers to predict relationships 
in remote villages between forest depen-
dency and the community’s geographic 
and demographic context. Establishing 
these relationships will help forest man-
agers identify communities that share 
potential risks to their forest resources.
 “We know forest resources play a 
key role in supporting these families, 
but with approximately 45 million peo-
ple living in hundreds of rural, forest-
ed communities across Eastern Europe 
and Russia, it is impossible for policy 
makers to have first-hand research on 
each one,” said Richard Aishton, FLEG 
II Program Coordinator for IUCN. “By 
combining social, economic and geo-
graphic data, community fingerprints → 













A







between forest dependency and more readily available sat-
ellite and demographic information. Examining patterns 
that emerge between the community fingerprints and the 
satellite images will enable FLEG II to identify whether 
the potential exists to use satellite imagery to forecast the 

resource use and level of risk in other 
rural communities. FLEG II will send 
field teams to verify any connections 
or relationships that emerge from an-
alyzing the patters from field and sat-
ellite data to confirm the accuracy and 
limitations of the fingerprint-satellite 
comparisons.

can help policymakers get a quick understanding of a 
community’s dependency on its forests and prioritize 
management interventions accordingly. The research is 
still in its early phases, but we are already seeing tremen-
dous potential for these types of comparative studies.” 

 Communities depend on forests,
 but in different ways
 Instead of looking at the potential benefits of forest 
resources, FLEG II’s 2014 forest dependency study quan-
tified what the forest communities actually used from the 
forest. It showed forest resources such as berries and fuel-
wood are important for subsistence and cash income at the 
household level, particularly in areas where rural econo-
mies are still lagging behind urban areas and a lack of jobs 
is forcing many people to leave. Survey respondents also 
viewed forest products as declining in availability and cited 
reasons such as overharvesting, illegal logging, and climate 
change as main causes of the shrinking resource bases.  
 But the resource use and perceived threats varied from 
one community to the next. Each community uses the forest 
in a different way based on the knowledge and demograph-
ics of the community and the forest and other economic re-
sources available. This variation in forest use demands that 
policy makers not take a one-size-fits-all approach to man-
aging forests, yet it is difficult, time consuming and expen-
sive to assess large numbers of small villages in remote areas. 
 By making well-researched associations between so-
cial and economic conditions, forest use and forest re-
sources to create community fingerprints, researchers 
can identify forested communities that may be at risk or 
need more immediate management interventions. The 
fingerprints allow forest managers to see quick compar-
isons between communities to see whether other com-
munities are likely to be in similar circum-
stances or in need of similar interventions. 
 Already, policymakers have expressed 
interest in the potential for using the fin-
gerprints in forest management. Some in-
ternational organizations have discussed 
i ts  potential  for  identi fy ing communi-
ties in need of help and for assessing the 
impacts before and after interventions. 

 Potential applications 
 FLEG experts are also working to use the 
fingerprints as the basis for identifying the risks 
and intervention points of remote communi-
ties where there is little information about the 
community’s relationship with its forests. To 
do this, the experts link the Forest Community 
Fingerprints to an Earth Observation Finger-
print based on satellite and demographic data 
including population dynamics, financial in-
come, land cover and land use, forest resources, 
the character of the sites and infrastructure. 
 By comparing the two fingerprints, experts 
hope to be able to identify the relationships 
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L E A R N  M O R E : 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/ 
forest-community-fingerprints-taking-shape/

C O N TA C T: 
Richard Aishton [ IUCN ] 
richard.aishton@iucn.org 

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Forest Community 
Fingerprints could 
highlight relationships 
between communities 
and their forests, even 
in the absence of 
in-person data

 Policymakers are 
already interested in 
using the fingerprint 
tool

 FLEG obtained 
preliminary results of 
the fingerprint com-
parisons with satellite 
data and will continue 
refining and testing 
the methodology 
throughout year

Different shapes 
highlight differences in 
infrastructure, forest-
based knowledge and 
forest ecosystem stability. ©
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 Plans for the future   
 FLEG will continue refining the 
methodology and testing its veracity 
throughout the autumn.  
 Upon successful verification of the 
FLEG II fingerprint work in Eastern 
Europe, IUCN hopes to test this meth-
odology in other geographic regions 
located in northern temperate and 
boreal forest settings including Cen-
tral & Western Europe, Scandinavia, 
northern United States, and Canada. 
There is also interest in applying the 
fingerprint tools to work in central and 
Sub-Saharan Africa ■



http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-community-fingerprints-taking-shape/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-community-fingerprints-taking-shape/
mailto:richard.aishton%40iucn.org?subject=
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Direct from Villages to 
Top Officials 
 
High level roundtable marks start of 
2015 Forest Roadshows in Armenia

Don’t Wait to Innovate 
 
Local businesses from Belarus and Russia exchange 
ideas for developing successful ecotourism opportunities 
in forest communities

As a direct result of FLEG I roadshow recommendations 
to reduce illegal fuelwood cutting, as in this image, 
Armenia now allows residents of forest-dependent 
communities access to free deadwood

Training participants dressed for the 
traditional celebration of Kupala Night, 
an Ancient Slavic fest and part of 
Belarus’ addition of event tourism to 
their ecotourism strategies
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L E A R N  M O R E : 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/direct-from-villages-to-top-level-
officials/

L E A R N  M O R E : 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dont-wait-to-innovate

C O N TA C T: 
Luba Balyan  [IUCN] 
luba.balyan@enpi-fleg.org 

C O N TA C T: 
Mr. Andrey Zaytsev  [IUCN] 
andrey.zaytsev@enpi-fleg.org 

 Twenty forest-dependent communities in Ar-
menia are about to get their chance to tell forest of-
ficials what they need from their forests and their 
ideas for how to manage the forests to meet those 
needs. As under FLEG I in 2010, FLEG II is orga-
nizing a series of roadshows beginning in mid-Au-
gust to engage forest communities in discussions 
about local forest issues and carry their concerns 
to the Government.
 To begin the 2015 process, environmental at-
torney and “Armenian Forests” NGO representa-

 One lesson stood out at a re-
cent trans-boundary meeting of Rus-
sian and Belarusian ecotourism busi-
nesses — they do not have to wait for 
someone else to start a program be-
fore starting something really inno-
vative in their own communities. 
 During the three-day seminar in 
late June 2015, Belarusian ecotourism 
operators from the Lepel municipali-
ty of Vitebsk region taught delegates 
from the Bezhanitsy municipal dis-
trict and Polistovsky National Nature 
Reserve in Russia about their experi-
ence establishing new ecotourism ini-
tiatives in forest-dependent commu-
nities under minimum support from 
government authorities.
 FLEG II organized the train-
ing seminar to initiate direct citi-
zen-to-citizen information exchanges 
to help establish working partner-
ships between villages across the Rus-
sian-Belarusian border.
 The guests were particularly im-
pressed by the level of self-organiza-
tion of Belarusian farmers and their 
ability to gain support for their civic 
initiatives from the local and region-
al authorities. They also took home 
some promising ideas about “event 
tourism” and “agro-ecotourism.”





 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 Event tourism such as 
celebrating the tradition-
al Slavic Kupala Night 
festival helped to dou-
ble the amount of tour-
ism in one Belarusian 
community

V O I C E S
 
Olga  
Makhanenko 
One of the Belarusian  
hosts of the practical  
exchange training 

“Working together on the 
trans-boundary partner-
ship of forest dependent 
communities will make 
our network of lodges 
and forest-related 
tourist attractions even 
more effective”.

. — Deputy Director and Chief Forester of the Min-
istry of Agriculture “Hayantar” SNCO.

. — Director and Deputy Director of the “State 
Forest Monitoring Center” SNCO.

. — Head of Department in the Ministry of Nature 
Protection Bioresources and Protected Areas 
Management Agency.

. — National Focal Point for the UN  Framework 
Convention on Climate Change.

. — Head of “Zikatar” State Forest Sanctuary.

. — Program Coordinator for the UNDP Climate 
Change Program in Armenia.

. — National Coordinator for the Armenian branch 
of the South Caucasus Transboundary Joint 
Secretariat.

. — A Doctor of Geographical Sciences.

. — Journalists from EcoLur Information Agency.

. — Forest Programs Coordinator from WWF- Ar-
menia ■

 In exchange Russian participants 
shared their experience of successful 
interaction and mutual work with the 
local administrations and provided ex-
pertise on how to improve this process.
 FLEG II  i s  p lanning  more 
trans-boundary events and train-
ings in the upcoming months to fur-
ther strengthen Russian-Belarusian 
cooperation between citizens in the 
area of sustainable forest use and ec-
otourism ■

 In addition to Vardanyan, roundtable presen-
tations included:

tive Nazeli Vardanyan presented results from the 
2010 roadshows to a high level round table panel. 
Vardanyan highlighted a government decree allow-
ing residents of forest-dependent communities ac-
cess to fuelwood as a direct response to community 
recommendations after the 2010 roadshows. She is 
also coordinating the 2015 roadshows for FLEG II.

www.enpi-fleg.org/news/direct-from-villages-to-top-level-officials/
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/direct-from-villages-to-top-level-officials/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dont-wait-to-innovate
mailto:luba.balyan%40enpi-fleg.org?subject=


14E V E N T S

FLEG II Helped 
Forestry Experts 
from Belarus 
Upgrade their Skills 
 
Finland demonstrated the best 
practices of growing forests 
to their counterparts from 
Belarus

FLEG II Supported 
Dissemination 
of Experience 
in Multiple Use of 
Forest Resources 
 
Results of projects on 
multiple use of natural 
resources in Russia and 
Belarus were analyzed 
at a seminar

The seminar brought together forest 
management bodies from the Russian 
Federation, located within the boundaries of 
the Altai-Sayan Ecological Region, business 
in the field of harvesting and processing of 
non-timber forest products, as well as invited 
experts, to present the experience and best 
practices of multiple use of forest resources, 
to discuss existing problems in this area and 
to develop proposals for their solution.

Finland experts reveal their forestry 
secrets to their counterparts from 
Belarus

The technology of creating tree 
seed plantations in tree nurseries 
evoked the strongest interest 
among the participants
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L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forestry-
experts-from-belarus-advance-qualification-with-
study-tour-in-finland

L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dissemination-of-
experience-and-best-examples-of-the-multiple-use-
of-forest-resources

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Nikolay Shmatkov [WWF] 
nshmatkov@wwf.ru 

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Nikolay Shmatkov [WWF] 
nshmatkov@wwf.ru 

 FLEG II organized a study tour to 
Finland for forestry experts, representing 
the Ministry for Forestry of the Republic 
of Belarus, State Production Forestry As-
sociations of Brest, Mogilev, Grodno and 
other organizations. Experts of the nurs-
ery “Suonenjoki” prepared an intensive in-
ternship program for the Belarusian dele-
gation.
 The participants already started to ap-
ply their knowledge in real life. For exam-
ple, they have already started to analyze 
the samples of the soil that Finland uses 
to grow seedlings, and its prototype, op-
timized for the climate of Belarus, will be 
developed soon ■

 The seminar was held on June 15–
18 in the framework of FLEG II with the 
support from the Forestry Department of 
the Siberian Federal District and the Min-
istry of Natural Resources, Environment 
and Property Relations of the Republic of 
Altai.





V O I C E S
 
Inga  
Vyunova 
Leading Engineer for the 
Reforestation and Recla-
mation of the Grodno State 
Forestry Association 

“We went on a trip with a 
lot of questions, and we 
were responded to every 
detail. We were disclosed 
all the secrets of growing 
planting material, we 
were given the extensive 
and competent practical 
advice. It will be a great 
help in our work”.



 “The use of food and non-timber for-
est products as well as recreational resourc-
es is essential for the protection forests, as 
usually it is consistent with their purpose. 
The state authorities should pay special at-
tention to the creation of favorable condi-
tions for private investment in this area”, 
says Nikolay Shmatkov, and FLEG II coor-
dinator in the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Belarus from WWF-Russia.  
 As a result of seminar, the recommen-
dations addressed to Russian Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Forestry Agency, region-
al government authorities, private sector 
companies and non-governmental organi-
zations were developed and adopted ■

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forestry-experts-from-belarus-advance-qualification-with-study-tour-in-finland/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forestry-experts-from-belarus-advance-qualification-with-study-tour-in-finland/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-supports-forestry-experts-from-belarus-advance-qualification-with-study-tour-in-finland/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dissemination-of-experience-and-best-examples-of-the-multiple-use-of-forest-resources/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dissemination-of-experience-and-best-examples-of-the-multiple-use-of-forest-resources/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/dissemination-of-experience-and-best-examples-of-the-multiple-use-of-forest-resources/


FLEG II workshop 
on international 
experience and 
development of 
Hunting in Ukraine 
 
Series of professional 
meetings were organized in 
Kyiv and Lviv in cooperation 
with the State Forestry Agency 
of Ukraine

The participants recognized that the biggest challenge in the sector is how to reverse the situation 
and raise low number of wild animals close to the level with the populations in other European 
countries, which in its turn, could lead to an increase in general fauna biodiversity.

During the meeting, a group of experts shared 
the outcomes of a recent study tour to Poland, 
Slovakia, and Hungary, which was organized 
previously by WWF Danube-Carpathian 
Programme office in Lviv

Oleksandr Lytovchuk, Manager of local 
hunting organization “Poliske” speaks about 
the daily operation problems and danger 
posed by advance armed poachers 
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L E A R N  M O R E :
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-workshop-on-international-experience-and-
development-of-hunting-in-ukraine

www.enpi-fleg.org/news/discussing-the-fleg-ii-proposals-for-improving-the-
hunting-model-in-ukraine 

C O N TA C T:
Dmytro Karabchuk [WWF] 
dkarabchuk@wwfdcp.org 

 The meetings were devoted to the im-
provement of national legislation and devel-
opment of hunting economy in Ukraine.
FLEG II supports developing of a common 
strategy for reform of forestry and hunt-
ing industry through open public meet-
ings and round-table discussions with 
stakeholders to ensure transparency in 
the reform proposals and discussions of 
the working groups.
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 Hunting economy in Ukraine is char-
acterized by much lower number of game 
animals in comparison to other European 
Union countries. Thus, the differences in 
law regulations and practice were studied 
and presented to the stakeholders. The par-
ticipants argued the possibility to introduce 
the experience.

 Useless struggle against poaching due 
to limited resources, ineffective law, poor 
organizational structure of the hunting in-
dustry, low investments in biotechnical en-
gineering, and overall low hunting culture 
were the objectives of the FLEG II expert 
proposals ■







http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-workshop-on-international-experience-and-development-of-huntin
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-workshop-on-international-experience-and-development-of-huntin
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/discussing-the-fleg-ii-proposals-for-improving-the-hunting-model-in-ukraine/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/discussing-the-fleg-ii-proposals-for-improving-the-hunting-model-in-ukraine/
mailto:dkarabchuk%40wwfdcp.org?subject=
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Children from 6 Countries 
Agreed to Cooperate at FLEG II 
First Regional Youth Camp

FLEG II Film Receives Award 

— The participants adopted a resolution 
on further development of the young 
forester movement

— Students showcase FLEG II 
work for the EU Festival

 The young foresters from Azerbaijan, Be-
larus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine 
came together at FLEG II first regional youth 
camp in Gakh, Azerbaijan on August 2-6, 2015. 
They discussed ways of improving and increas-
ing the young forester movement across the 
region. 
 Experts from NGOs talked to the children 
about forest biodiversity, impact of pollutants 
on forests, sustainable use of forest resources, 
and value of ecosystem services. The lectures 
were accompanied by contests, ecological 
games and informal discussions. 
 The children visited a forest rehabilita-
tion enterprise, a state nature reserve, ancient 
historical places and a tree nursery. Already 
savvy in forest biodiversity, they evaluated the 

 On June 12, the Delegation of the Eu-
ropean Union to Georgia officially awarded 
prizes to the winners of the EU 3-minute 
Film Festival 2015, the competition for 
3-minute mobile phone films. The festival, 
in its fourth year, addressed young partici-
pants aged between 16 to 25 years old.
 The contest ran from March 27 to May 
31. Some 29 contestants took part in the 
competition.
 Two of them decided to showcase FLEG 
II Program: Akaki Chalatashvili and Ketevan 
Dzukaeva. Second prize was awarded to 
Ketevan Dzukaeva's film ENPI FLEG II for 
depicting complex project objectives by using 
simple and non-conventional narration.
 Ketevan is a Natural Resource Manage-
ment MBA student at Ilia State University. 
Together with her group mates from Univer-
sity, she heard about FLEG II Program long 
before the contest.  They had practical case 
studies from FLEG II program experience 
about sustainable forestry. Ketevan learned 
about contest and decided to participate. 
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 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/
children-from-6-countries-
agreed-to-cooperate-at-fleg-ii-
first-regional-youth-camp 

 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-
film-is-among-winners-of-eu-3-
minute-film-festival-2015

status of forest ecosystems around Gum and 
Ilisu districts using ecological and geobotanical 
research methods. 
 At the final stages of the camp, the par-
ticipants signed a resolution. They agreed to 
further exchange experience and develop co-
operation between school-based young forest-
er unions of FLEG II participating countries, 
including via a stronger network in the social 
media. They also called on their governments 
and FLEG II to further support the regional 
summer camps and the young forester move-
ment in general ■

V O I C E S
 
Musa 
Shakiliev 
Head of the executive 
authorities of Gakh 
district (Azerbaijan), 
addressing the young 
participants of the 
camp 

“I hope that some 
of you will become 
real foresters in the 
future. Our countries 
need young forestry 
professionals.  
We hope that the ac-
tivities at the young 
forester summer 
camps will serve you 
as a good practice”.

Ayla Aliyeva, 11th grade, from Azerbaijan, listening 
to one of the lectures at the camp. Initiated and 
promoted by FLEG, the young forester movement 
has been successfully restored in Azerbaijan during 
the first stage of the Program. It is now gaining 
more popularity with the schoolchildren and is widely 
supported by the state agencies. 



Alexander Pashkevich from Belarus, 
8th grade, said that when the picture 
was taken, he was thinking about 
“how different and how similar 
we are - children from 6 different 
countries"



“The camp made 
us friends forever”, 
said the children 
after the camp



“When we heard about FLEG, we were all 
impressed with the Program objectives and 
results”, says Ketevan. “We wanted to share 
this information with others. And when con-
test had been launched, I thought that this 
was a very good opportunity to communicate 
Program to wider public and especially to 
the young people.” ■









V O I C E S
 
Levan  
Kipiani 
The Minister of  
Sports and Youth  
Affairs of Georgia 

“I am glad our youth 
is participating in this 
interesting project, which 
reflects the long term 
assistance of the EU to 
our country. I hope that 
this year again, young 
Georgian people will 
come up with interesting 
short films. The fact 
that the 3-minute Film 
Festival is running for 
the fourth year indicates 
our country’s intention to 
become a full member of 
the EU family and share 
European values”.

Winner Ketevan Dzukaeva with her team 
visiting EU funded forest transformation site



 
 Contact: 
Ms. Fidan Huseynli [ World Bank ] 
fidan.huseynli@enpi-fleg.org

E V E N T S  │  C H I L D R E N

 Contact: 
Ana Tsintsadze [ WWF ] 
atsintsadze@wwfcaucasus.org

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/children-from-6-countries-agreed-to-cooperate-at-fleg-ii-first-regional-youth
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/children-from-6-countries-agreed-to-cooperate-at-fleg-ii-first-regional-youth
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/children-from-6-countries-agreed-to-cooperate-at-fleg-ii-first-regional-youth
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/children-from-6-countries-agreed-to-cooperate-at-fleg-ii-first-regional-youth
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-film-is-among-winners-of-eu-3-minute-film-festival-2015
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-film-is-among-winners-of-eu-3-minute-film-festival-2015
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-film-is-among-winners-of-eu-3-minute-film-festival-2015
mailto:fidan.huseynli%40enpi-fleg.org?subject=
mailto:atsintsadze%40wwfcaucasus.org?subject=
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International Children’s 
Day Event Inspires 
Youth in Moldova

International Day for Biodiversity with the 
“FLEG Generation”

FLEG II Implements School 
Forestry Education Program 
in Southern Armenia

— On June 1, FLEG II 
and Agency Moldsilva 
brought 20 children 
from two orphanages 
and other schools 
to Nature Reserve 

“Codrii” 

— FLEG II invited elementary school students to the 
Botanical Garden of Tbilisi to celebrate interna-
tional day of Biodiversity

— Schoolchildren get involved in forestry 
activities to learn more about forests 
and environment

 The children experienced 
the forest first hand and learned 
about forest species and conser-
vation. They visited the Natural 
Museum of the Nature Reserve 
“Codrii” in central Moldova 
where staff described their ef-
forts to maintain the forest’s 
biodiversity. Children also took 
part in an ecological knowledge 
contest and another focused on 
healthy l iving and harmony 
with nature ■

 Eighty students from 
four different schools joined 
the event. The event pro-
gram included a guided tour 
to learn about endangered 
species of our forests and a 
contest. The winners were 
awarded LEGO toys and col-
ored pencils labeled as certi-
fied by Forests Stewardship 
Council (FSC).
  “We contributed to the 
celebration of the Interna-
tional Day for Biodiversi-
ty with the aim to devel-
op an eco-friendly attitude 
among children and to raise 
them as active citizens work-
ing for protecting the envi-
ronment. We wish to make 
children aware that the fu-
ture of the planet depends 
on what they do today”, 
said Ms. Nino Inasaridze, 

 “Forest is a value, which should be en-
hanced and protected especially in Armenia, 
where the forest cover is limited and there 
are various pressures on forests. FLEG II has 
developed this school forestry program to be 
implemented in Southern Armenia and serve 
as a pilot for further implementation in other 
regions of Armenia”, said Siranush Galstyan, 
FLEG II National Coordinator from WWF-Ar-
menia, during her welcoming speech to the 
young foresters.
 The school forestry program includes 
following topics: forests as a value; forest re-
habilitation and re/afforestation; forest pro-
tection including anti-fire activities, forest 
biodiversity and forest protected areas; how 
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 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/
international-day-for-biodiversity-
with-fleg-generation-forests-for-a-
living-planet

 Contact: 
Ana Tsintsadze [ WWF ] 
atsintsadze@wwfcaucasus.org

V O I C E S
 
Sandu  
Balan 
Age 9,  
from “Iulia Hașdeu” 
school of Chisinau 

“I learned something 
new and liked the 
contests which of-
fered me the chance 
to prove my knowl-
edge and exercise 
with children from 
other schools”.

The outdoor practical 
part of the session was 
implemented in the 
forest with the help of 
the staff of “Syunik” 
Forest Enterprise 
of “Hayantar” State 
Non-Commercial 
Organization

 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 Nature Reserve “Codrii” is dominated by oak forests 
and home to around 1000 species of plants, 225 
species of vertebrates and more than 2000 species 
of invertebrates

FLEG II Program Coordi-
nator in Georgia from the 
World Bank. “These kids 
were born in 2005. That 
is the year when St. Pe-
tersburg Declaration was 
signed. We budded them 
the “FLEG generation” and 
we have to ensure that they 
are committed to address 
illegal logging and improve 
forest governance to save 
the forest for their gener-
ation and for the genera-
tions to come ■

Children studied FLEG and other 
materials at the Nature Reserve 
“Codrii” during FLEG II and 
Moldsilva’s International Children’s 
Day event



 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-brings-young-
generation-to-forests (in English)

www.moldsilva.gov.md/libview.php?l=ro&idc=
143&id=829&t=%2FComunicare%2FComunica
te-de-presa%2FZiua-Internationala-a-Copilului-
la-RN-Codrii (in Romanian) 

 Contact: 
Aurel Lozan [ IUCN ] 
aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org
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We do not inherit 
the Earth from our 
Ancestors, we borrow 
it from our Children





to behave in the forest; and non-timber forest 
products as an alternative source of income 
for communities including forest related eco-
tourism opportunities. The program contains 
both indoor educational seminars and field 
forest activities ■

 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-
ii-implements-school-forestry-
education-program-in-southern-
armenia
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-ii-
continues-implementation-of-school-
forestry-education-program-in-
southern-armenia

 Contact: 
Ms. Siranush Galstyan [ WWF ] 
sgalstyan@wwfcaucasus.org
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FLEG II Develops  
an Educational Toolkit

Youth Forester Movement Growing 
in Russia

FLEG II Produced a New 
Training Manual for Russian 
Students

— “Forest in the Context 
of Sustainable Devel-
opment” is a toolkit for 
teachers and students 
in Moldova

— FLEG II provides support to foster its 
development — On the eve of the new aca-

demic year, Russian higher 
schools received a new 
textbook 

 It provides a collection of 
topics about forest functions 
and benefits, climate change 
and forests, sustainable devel-
opment and forest certification 
as well as insight in non-formal 
educational methods, like out-
door activities and experiential 
education approaches ■

 Russian young forester movement, which was 
widespread in the times of the Soviet Union, but de-
clined during the economic hardships of the 90s, started 
to revive in the 2000s. However, most of the experience 
accumulated then is not used today due to the loss of 
continuity. 
 To overcome this challenge, FLEG is now com-
piling a guide, “School Forestries in the Russian Fed-
eration”. It is aimed at creating a source of basic data 
on the movement to foster the exchange of experience. 
During the final stage of the national youth forest con-
test “Podrost” on May 18-21, 2015 in the Tver region of 
Russia, FLEG II experts met with the heads of youth 
forestries from all over the country, as well as with local 
authorities and Aerial Forest Protection Service, and 
agreed to cooperate, both on the guide and on other 
activities, such as improving school forestry websites ■

 The textbook, Law Enforcement 
and Governance in Forest Use, Protec-
tion and Renewal, is meant for mas-
ter’s and bachelor’s degree programs, 
addresses forest law enforcement and 
governance in the following four key 
domains: forest use, forest fire man-
agement, forest pest management and 
forest renewal. The textbook also con-
tains a variety of practice simulation 
business games ■
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 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/youth-
forester-movement-is-growing-in-
russia
 Contact: 
Ms. Mariya Vinokurova [ World Bank ] 
vimaria@yandex.ru

 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-
produced-a-new-training-manual-for-
russian-students
 Contact: 
Ms. Mariya Vinokurova [ World Bank ] 
vimaria@yandex.ru

V O I C E S
 
Tudor  
Botnari 
Deputy General Director  
of ”Moldsilva" Agency 

“Continuous education con-
tributes to the formation of 
the young generation and it 
is necessary to invest in this 
process through relations 
between educational and 
government institutions, as 
forestry education is a priority 
for the Agency Moldsilva”.

V O I C E S
 
Alexey  
Grigoryev 
FLEG II consultant 
from World Bank 

“If children come 
home from school 
and tell their parents 
how they visited a 
forestry, what they 
learned about grass 
fires and forest 
fires, it will raise 
awareness much 
more efficiently than 
the standard official 
warnings and signs”.

Forest fire quest for school forestry students 
organized by the Aerial Forest Protection Service 
at the national youth forest contest “Podrost”
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 Learn more: 
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-
in-the-context-of-sustainable-
development-educational-toolkit

 Contact: 
Ms. Antoanela Costea [ WWF ]  
acostea@wwfdcp.ro

Forestry and ecology pre-university school teachers at 
the TOT training in Chisinau, organized by FLEG II







V O I C E S
 
Marina  
Smetanina 
Country Program  
Coordinator for Russia  
from the World Bank 

“Educational activities are 
a priority for the FLEG II in 
Russia because sustaina-
ble forest management is 
impossible without human 
resource capacity building. 
We expect this textbook to 
help build up professional 
capacity of present-day and 
future forestry specialists 
and raise Russian forest 
management to a new level”.

 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 In 1985, there were 
over 6,000 Russian 
school forestries, 
which involved over 
350,000 children

 Besides practical 
work (planting 
trees, preventing 
wildfires), school 
forestries motivate 
young people to get 
professional forest 
education
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 Events organized or co-organized by FLEG IIC O L O R  S C H E M E :  Commemorative days

S E P T E M B E R   ;

7- 
11

Durban, South Africa u

Fourteenth World Forestry Congress 
will bring together the global forestry 
community to review and analyze the 
key issues and to share ways of ad-
dressing them ■

S E P T E M B E R  ;

14- 
20

Nation-wide, Moldova u

National Forest Week:   
Events at national / regional level; 
open ceremony for the forestry per-
sonnel; awarding the best forest jour-
nalistic materials ■

S E P T E M B E R  ;

20

Nation-wide, Belarus, Moldova, 
Russia, and Ukraine  u

Day of Forester ■ 

S E P T E M B E R  ;

24- 
25

Chisinau, Moldova  u

FLEG II 3rd Steering Committee 
Meeting. The meeting brings togeth-
er representatives of governments, and 
partners from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Be-
larus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia and 
Ukraine, international organizations, 
including the European Commission 
and the World Bank to foster dialogue, 
discuss the objectives, overall direction 
of the FLEG II Program, country specif-
ic priorities and work plans for dealing 
with different aspects of law enforce-
ment as well as forest management ■ 





S E P T E M B E R  — O C TO B E R  ;

30- 
2

Saint-Petersburg, Russia  u

The European Forest Institute 2015 
Annual Conference and the Seminar 

“Forest policy research from theory 
to practice”. This year’s open seminar 
has two main themes:  Theoretical 
approaches in and for forest policy 
research   Science-policy and prac-
tice interaction: navigating the forest 
science-policy interface ■



O C TO B E R  ;

20- 
21

Madrid, Spain  u

7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial 
Conference, the pan-European polit-
ical process for the sustainable man-
agement of the continent’s forests ■



O C TO B E R  ;

25- 
31

Nation-wide, Moldova  u

One tree for our destiny, a campaign 
in Moldova to prevent and fight illegal 
logging and contribute to forest regen-
eration and prosperity ■



N O V E M B E R  ;

2- 
6

Engelberg, Switzerland  u

The 72nd joint session of the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) Committee on Forests and 
the Forest Industry (COFFI) and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the UN (FAO) European Forest-
ry Commission as well as the third 
European Forest Week (Silva2015) 
will discuss sustainable forest man-
agement (SFM) in Europe and the role 
of sustainable forest industries in the 
regional economy ■



 

O C TO B E R  ;

10

Nation-wide, Georgia  u

Day of Forester ■ 





 Forestry events by other organizations

S E P T E M B E R  ;

21

Kiev, Ukraine  u

Round table to discuss FLEG recom-
mendations for improving legal regula-
tion of access to forests by the public ■ 



Tree  
Identification  
Quiz 

Correct answers for result generation:

 c    b    a

 Oak

 Beech  Aspen

aa

cc

bb

dd

a

c

b

d

20

  Do the full quiz on  
    quiz.enpi-fleg.org

Test your knowledge 
of tree species found 
in FLEG countries!

http://quiz.enpi-fleg.org


EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
The European Union is the world's largest donor of official development assistance. The 
European Commission’s Directorate General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) manages the bulk of the Union’s financial and technical 
assistance to the neighbourhood and enlargement countries. By implementing assistance 
actions in Europe's eastern and southern neighbourhood, DG NEAR supports reform and 
democratic consolidation, and strengthens the prosperity, stability and security around 
Europe. DG NEAR helps to promote EU values, policies and interests in this region, and to 
contribute to developing the special relationship of the EU with its neighbouring countries.
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm

WORLD BANK
The World Bank Group is one of the world’s largest sources of knowledge and funding for 
its 188 member-countries. The organizations that make up the World Bank Group are owned 
by the governments of member nations, which have the ultimate decision-making power 
within the organizations on all matters, including policy, financial or membership issues. 
The World Bank Group comprises five closely associated institutions: the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association 
(IDA), which together form the World Bank; the International Finance Corporation (IFC); 
the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA); and the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Each institution plays a distinct role in the 
World Bank Group’s mission to end extreme poverty by decreasing the percentage of 
people living on less than $1.25 a day to no more than 3 percent, and promote shared 
prosperity by fostering the income growth of the bottom 40 percent for every country. For 
additional information please visit:
http://www.worldbank.org, http://www.ifc.org, http://www.miga.org

IUCN
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic 
solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. IUCN’s work 
focuses on valuing and conserving nature, ensuring effective and equitable governance 
of its use, and deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges in climate, food and 
development. IUCN supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world, 
and brings governments, NGOs, the UN and companies together to develop policy, laws 
and best practice. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental organisation, 
with more than 1,200 government and NGO members and almost 11,000 volunteer experts 
in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 45 offices and 
hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.
www.iucn.org

WWF
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, 
with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF’s 
mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future 
in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, 
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the 
reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
www.panda.org

About ENPI FLEG Program 

Project Partners

The Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) II European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI) East Countries Programme supports participating countries’ forest governance. At the regional level, 
the Programme aims to implement the 2005 St. Petersburg FLEG Ministerial Declaration and support countries 
to commit to a time-bound action plan; at the national level the Programme will review or revise forest sector 
policies and legal and administrative structures; and improve knowledge of and support for sustainable forest 
management and good forest governance in the participating countries, and at the sub-national (local) level the 
Programme will test and demonstrate best practices for sustainable forest management and the feasibility of 
improved forest governance practices at the field-level on a pilot basis. Participating countries include Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. The Programme is funded by the European Union. 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org

www.enpi-fleg.org


