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With	the	support	ENPI	FLEG	Program	administered	by	the	World	Bank,	IUCN	and	WWF,	the	Educational	
Center	EcoScope	organized	an	Eco	Camp	-	the	Summer	School	of	Young	Foresters.	It	was	held	from	July	
10	 to	 19,	 2016.	 Various	 activities	 took	 place	 at	 Borjomi-Kharagauli	 National	 Park	 (forests),	 Javakheti	
National	Park	(lakes	and	wetlands),	karstic	caves	of	Imereti	region,	the	burned	forests	in	Daba	village,	and	
the	Borjomi	Plateau.		

25	 participants	 of	 Eco	 Camp	 were	 selected	 from	 Tbilisi,	 Telavi,	 Akhmeta,	 Dedoplitskaro,	 Kutaisi,	 and	
Tskaltubo	 municipalities.	 The	 participants	 were	 selected	 based	 on	 their	 applications	 and	 motivation	
letters	touching	on	their	specific	fields	of	interest	that	might	be	any	aspect	of	forest	management,	forestry	
science,	forest	ecology	or	natural	resource	economics,	as	well	as	the	global	challenges	related	to	forests.		

The	 Camp	 program	 was	 prepared	 and	 implemented	 in	 collaboration	 with	 the	 Department	 of	 Forest	
Research	of	the	National	Forest	Agency	(NFA),	Forest	Policy	Service	of	the	Ministry	of	Environment	and	
Natural	 Resources	 Protection	 of	 Georgia	 (MENRP),	 the	 Agency	 of	 Protected	Areas,	 and	 the	 Center	 of	
Environmental	Education	under	the	MENRP.	Ilia	State	University	and	Agricultural	University	of	Georgia	
also	 rendered	 their	 partnership.	 The	 representatives	 of	 NFA	 and	 MENRP	 participated	 as	 the	 guest	
speakers,	among	them:	Natia	Iordanishvili,	Deputy	Head	of	NFA;	and	Karlo	Amirgulashvili,	Head	of	Forest	
Policy	Service,	MENRP.	

The	main	goals	of	the	program	were	to:		
• Strengthen	 connection	 between	 children	 and	 nature,	 also	 to	 get	 children	 engaged	 in	 nature	

exploration	through	well	understandable,	fun	and	interesting	educational	programs	focused	on	
personal	development;	 	

• Development	research	skills	and	critical	thinking	in	children;	
• Promote	healthy	lifestyle;	
• Celebrate	success,	share	lessons	learnt	and	refresh	learning.	

	
The	course	covered	different	aspects	in	forestry	which	included	forest	management,	forest	policy,	forest	
economy,	forest	products,	 forest	security,	 forest	conservation,	and	global	challenges	 in	 forestry	views.	
During	the	course,	we	identified	and	addressed	issues	and	global	challenges	in	tackling	climate	change,	
global	 change,	 deforestation,	 degradation,	 food,	 energy,	 and	 water	 security,	 wood	 demand,	 forest	
conservation,	 protect	 biodiversity,	 etc.	 Furthermore,	 different	 aspects	 of	 governance,	 law	 and	 forest	
policy,	sustainable	forest	management	were	also	explored	with	tools	like	the	logical	framework	analysis.	
	
The	model	 of	 EcoScope	 summer	 camp	was	 a	 combination	 of	 the	most	 creative	 activities	 particularly	
designed	 to	 explore	 diversity	 of	 landscapes	 and	 ecological	 environment.	 Different	 ecosystems	 and	
habitats	–	 favorable	places	 for	experiments	are	presented	here	such	as	 forest,	wetlands,	 lakes,	 rivers,	
Borjom-Kharagauli	National	Park	and	Javakheti	Protected	Areas.	This	area	is	one	of	the	most	unique	ones	
in	the	Caucasus	eco-region	because	of	dozens	of	endemic	species	presented	here.	Sessions	provided	by	
professional	trainers	and	thematic	workshops	was	held	for	the	participants.	During	the	activities,	various	
professional	and	school	educational	equipment,	like	as	scientific	games	and	activities,	labs,	literature	and	
scientific	kits	were	used. The following topics were covered by the program: 
	

• Forest	as	an	integrated	living	organism		
• Forest	tiers		
• Formation	of	humus	
• Nitrogen	Cycle	and	Carbon	Cycle	in	forest	



	
• Aged	forests		
• Forest	ecosystem	and	biodiversity		
• Forest	ranging					
• Forests	of	Georgia	
• General	principles	of	sustainable	forest	use	
• Anthropogenic	impacts	on	forests	
• Forest	as	a	carbon	sink:	connection	with	mitigation	of	the	climate	change	

	
By	including	outdoor	activities	that	are	age-appropriate,	educational	and	fun	(developed	by	professional	
academic	 staff),	 students	 got	 motivated	 to	 learn	 more.	 Camp	 program	 gave	 students	 the	 necessary	
knowledge	and	guidance	 so	 that	 they	 can	make	 connections	between	different	environmental	 topics,	
conduct	research,	analyze	results	and	voice	their	own	thoughts	on	the	issues.	
	
	

			 	

	 				 				 	



	

	 	

Photos:	Field	work	in	eco	camp	program	(View	full	photo	album):	
https://www.facebook.com/ECOSCOPE-
1072664832766923/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1242032792496792)		
	
Summer	camp	entertainment	program	included	excursions	and	sport	activities	(rafting,	hiking,	
adventure	trips,	etc.).	

		 		

	 	 		

	

	

	

 



	

About FLEG II (ENPI East) Program  
The Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) II European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI) East Countries Program supports participating countries’ forest governance. At the regional level, the 
Program aims to implement the 2005 St. Petersburg FLEG Ministerial Declaration and support countries to 
commit to a time-bound action plan; at the national level the Program will review or revise forest sector 
policies and legal and administrative structures; and improve knowledge of and support for sustainable forest 
management and good forest governance in the participating countries, and at the sub-national (local) level 
the Program will test and demonstrate best practices for sustainable forest management and the feasibility of 
improved forest governance practices at the field-level on a pilot basis. Participating countries include 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. The Program is funded by the European 
Union.  
http://www.enpi-fleg.org 
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 EUROPEAN COMMISSION  
The European Union is the world’s largest donor of official development assistance. The 
European Commission’s Directorate General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) manages the bulk of the Union’s financial and 
technical assistance to the neighbourhood and enlargement countries. By implementing 
assistance actions in Europe’s eastern and southern neighbourhood, DG NEAR supports 
reform and democratic consolidation, and strengthens the prosperity, stability and security 
around Europe. DG NEAR helps to promote EU values, policies and interests in this region, 
and to contribute to developing the special relationship of the EU with its neighbouring 
countries. 
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

   
 

 
 WORLD BANK 

The World Bank Group is one of the world’s largest sources of knowledge and funding for 
its 188 member-countries. The organizations that make up the World Bank Group are 
owned by the governments of member nations, which have the ultimate decision-making 
power within the organizations on all matters, including policy, financial or membership 
issues. The World Bank Group comprises five closely associated institutions: the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International 
Development Association (IDA), which together form the World Bank; the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC); the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA); and the 
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Each institution plays 
a distinct role in the World Bank Group’s mission to end extreme poverty by decreasing 
the percentage of people living on less than $1.25 a day to no more than 3 percent, and 
promote shared prosperity by fostering the income growth of the bottom 40 percent for 
every country. For additional information please visit: 
http://www.worldbank.org, http://www.ifc.org, http://www.miga.org 

   
 

 

 IUCN 
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic 
solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. IUCN’s work 
focuses on valuing and conserving nature, ensuring effective and equitable governance of 
its use, and deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges in climate, food and 
development. IUCN supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world, 
and brings governments, NGOs, the UN and companies together to develop policy, laws 
and best practice. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental 
organisation, with more than 1,200 government and NGO members and almost 11,000 
volunteer experts in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 
45 offices and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world. 
www.iucn.org 

   
 

 

 WWF 
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation 
organizations, with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 
countries. WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment 
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s 
biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, 
and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 
www.panda.org 

	


